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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 35-37, 39, 40, 43-45, 47, 48, 5 1-53, 5, and 56 are withdrawn from fiirther 
consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there 
being no allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) 
requirement in the reply filed on March 6, 2008. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed March 6, 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Group I is drawn to a judging unit to determine if a document has a tag, transporting 
unit moving the document, a display unit for sending a message to a user when a document is 
tagged, and a selecting unit for selecting whether the image data should be printed or not. These 
limitations would require a different search from Group II which is drawn to a display unit for 
displaying modifiable attribute information, modifying unit for modifying attribute information, 
and writing unit for writing data on the tag. 

Applicant's arguments, see page 13-14, filed November 13, 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 38, 46, and 54 under U.S.C. 102 (a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, 
a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Yano (US Pub. No. 2004/0109194). Yano'194 
teaches a reading unit (number 520, Fig. 8) for reading out modifiable attribute information 
(additional information, paragraph 0102-01 10) among attribute information of said elecfronically 
tagged printed matter from said elecfronic tag (data from IC chip, paragraph 0106); a display unit 
(number 26, Fig. 4) for displaying the modifiable attribute information read out by said second 
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reading unit (Fig. 10/1 1); a modifying unit (number 510, Fig. 8 user interface) for modifying the 
modifiable attribute information read out by said second reading unit (user operation designating 
an output format, paragraph 104); and a printing unit (number 560, Fig. 8) for printing image 
data read by said reading unit, based on the attribute information modified by said modifying 

unit (SI 10, Fig. 9). 

Having a system of Teraura'279 reference and then given the well-established teaching of 
Yano' 194 reference, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the RFID read/write MFP system of Teraura'279 
reference to include means for controlling additional information as taught by Yano' 1 94 
reference. The combination would have increased the flexibility of the MFP system, further, the 
control of additional information would have yielded predictable results when applied to the 
MFP system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 38, 41, 42, 46, 49, 50, 54, 57, 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Teraura (US Patent 6,827,279) in view of Yano (US Pub. No. 2004/0109194). 
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Regarding claims 38, 46, and 54 Teraura'279 teaches an image forming device (number 
1, Fig. 5), comprising: a reading unit (number 15, Fig. 5) for reading image data from an 
electronic tag of an elecfronically tagged printed matter (Step B5, Fig. 7) wherein image data is 
printed (Step A5, Fig. 6) on an elecfronically tagged printing paper equipped with the elecfronic 
tag (Fig. 1) for storing electronic data in a certain part of the printing paper (Step A4, Fig. 6) and 
said electronic tag stores image data printed on said electronically tagged printing paper (B14 
and B15, Fig. 8); and a second reading unit (number 16, Fig. 5). 

Teraura'279 fails to teach a reading unit for reading out modifiable attribute information 
among attribute information of said electronically tagged printed matter from said electronic tag; 
a display unit for displaying the modifiable attribute information read out by said second reading 
unit; a modifying unit for modifying the modifiable attribute information read out by said second 
reading unit; and a printing unit for printing image data read by said reading unit, based on the 
attribute information modified by said modifying unit. 

Yano' 194 teaches a reading unit (number 520, Fig. 8) for reading out modifiable attribute 
information (additional information, paragraph 0102-01 10) among attribute information of said 
elecfronically tagged printed matter from said elecfronic tag (data from IC chip, paragraph 0106); 
a display unit (number 26, Fig. 4) for displaying the modifiable attribute information read out by 
said second reading unit (Fig. 10/1 1); a modifying unit (number 510, Fig. 8 user interface) for 
modifying the modifiable attribute information read out by said second reading unit (user 
operation designating an output format, paragraph 104); and a printing unit (number 560, Fig. 8) 
for printing image data read by said reading unit, based on the attribute information modified by 
said modifying unit (SI 10, Fig. 9). 
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Having a system of Teraura'279 reference and then given the weU-estabHshed teaching of 
Yano' 194 reference, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the RPID read/write MFP system of Teraura'279 
reference to include means for controlling additional information as taught by Yano' 194 

reference. The combination would have increased the flexibility of the MFP system, further, the 
control of additional information would have yielded predictable results when applied to the 
MFP system. 

Regarding claims 41, 49, and 57 the combination of Teraura'279 and Yano'194 teach 
wherein said printing unit (Teraura'279, number 11, Fig. 5) prints image data on an 
electronically tagged printing paper equipped with an electronic tag for storing electronic data in 
a certain part of the printing paper (Teraura'279, Fig. 1), further comprising: a writing unit 
(Tcraura'279, number 17, Fig. 5) for writing the image data printed by said printing unit on the 
electronic tag of the electronically tagged printing paper on which the image data is printed by 
said printing unit (Teraura'279, Step A4, Fig. 6). 

Regarding claims 42, 50 and 58 the combination of Teraura'279 and Yano' 194 teach 
wherein said electronic tag transmits or receives electronic data by means of wireless 
communications (Teraura'279, radio wave signals, column 4, lines 48-53). 
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Conclusion 

5 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LAWRENCE E. WILLS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3 145. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
LEW 

June 23, 2008 



